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Dec. 9: According to press reports, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari plans to ask the Clinton
administration for an unspecified amount of funding to upgrade factories, ports and roads in order
to compete under the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Salinas said he would
formally raise the proposal once Bill Clinton takes office and opens talks with Mexico on additional
agreements complementing the North American Free Trade Agreement. Mexican political columnist
Sergio Sarmiento told the Associated Press that Salinas was sending Clinton a message that Mexico
could raise additional points during the negotiation of side agreements as easily as Clinton. "Salinas
is saying it takes two to negotiate, that you can come to the table but don't expect to make all the
demands," Sarmiento said. A spokesperson for Salinas' office explained that improvements in
development and infrastructure represent ways to safeguard the ecology and are compatible with
president-elect Clinton's effort to focus on environmental protection. Dec. 13: A US Chamber
of Commerce report suggests that president-elect Bill Clinton will be successful in reconciling
diverse interests to convince the US Congress to eventually ratify NAFTA. Chamber vice president
William Archey said Clinton will achieve a consensus by seeking increased funds for environmental
safeguards along the US- Mexico border and the retraining of US workers. Dec. 14: Paula Stern,
who is considered a top candidate for a cabinet post in the administration of president-elect Bill
Clinton, said NAFTA and a possible economic integration of all of Latin America were key to the
US economic recovery. Stern made the comments at Clinton's economic summit in Little Rock,
Arkansas. Many of the experts testifying at the summit said NAFTA and free trade should be an
integral component of US economic policy. (Sources: Associated Press, 12/09/92, 12/13/92; Notimex,
12/09/92, 12/13/92, 12/14/92)
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